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To,                         8 September, 2020 
Shri Manish Sinha 
Joint Secretary - TRU II 
Ministry of Finance, 
New Delhi 
 

Sub:- Request to Clarify Notification Entries related to Amusement Sector 
 
Respected Shri Manish Sinha,  
 
Indian Association of Amusement Parks and Industries (IAAPI) is an apex body representing the interests of Amusement Parks, 
Theme Parks, Water Parks, and Indoor Amusement Centre (IAC) in India. Founded in 1999, IAAPI is India’s premier business 
association having 461 members from private sector including small and medium enterprises consisting of Parks, IAC operators 
and equipment manufacturers.  
 
We are grateful to GST Council which issued notification No. 1/2018, and reduced the rates applicable to the Amusement sector 
from 14%CGST plus 14% SGST (28%) to 18%.  
 
The said notification that reduced the GST rates has two contradictory entries as mentioned below: -  
 
(iii) Services by way of admission to Amusement Parks including Theme Parks, Water Parks, Joy Rides, Merry-Go Rounds, Go-
Carting and Ballet - 9%  
 
(iiia) Services by way of admission to entertainment events or access to Amusement facilities including exhibition of 
cinematograph films, casinos, race club, any sporting event such as Indian Premier League – 14%  
 
The notification dated 25th January 2018 split the services in 2 different categories. While the split in services were intended to 
tax at a higher rate for services rendered by casinos, race clubs, entry to IPL etc. it also included access to amusement facilities.  
 
As the word Indoor Amusement Centre (IAC) also known as Family Entertainment Centre (FEC) internationally is not defined in 
the notification along with other attractions, one of the industry operator who is a foreign investor in India went for a advance 
ruling to get clarification on the subject matter. The AAR held that FEC, Gaming and other attraction do not constitute 
“Amusement Park but are amusement facilities therefore GST rate reduction from 28% to 18% will not apply as per part (iiia) of 
the notification. Post, AAR other major IAC operators who are foreign investors operating at multiple location has also started 
receiving summons for the concerned authorities. This has led to some confusion in the case of indoor amusement centre which 
provide same services which are covered under Entry 34(iii).  
 
Dear Sir, it is our humble request seeking clarification as under: -  
 

✓ Amend the entries regarding Amusement Park by adding amusement facilities in entry (iii) after amusement park  
 
Here, I would like to mention that the Council’s intent was to support an Industry that is really under stress and the council in its 
wisdom did the same to the liking of the Amusement sector, hence we urge the council to give a clarification in the notification 
of amusement park and oblige. As always, we look forward to your support to the sunrise industry which is a social 
infrastructure and primarily driven by kids, youth and families of the country.   
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 

Ajay Sarin 
Chairman – IAAPI 


